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EDUCATION
CALIFORNIA SCHOOLS TO WATCH

California Schools to Watch TM is a statewide program implemented by the California League
of Schools, California Department of Education, California Middle Grades Alliance, National
Forum to Accelerate Middle-Grades Reform, and the California Schools to Watch model
schools. For more information, visit www.leagueofschools.org.

ALVARADO INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL

Designated in 2004

Re-Designated 2007, 2011, 2014, 2017, 2020
Rowland Unified School District

Los Angeles County

Scott Cavanias, Principal

1901 South Desire Road, Rowland Heights, CA 91748
Phone: (626) 964-2358 | Fax: (626) 810-5579
alvaradoschool.org

SCHOOL CHARACTERISTCS
Community: Suburban, Mid-Sized City; Enrollment: 751; Grade Levels: 7-8. School Schedule: Six period day, Rotating Schedule.

STUDENT DEMOGRAPHICS

45% Hispanic; 1% African American; 41% Asian; 7% Filipino, 1% Two or more; 4% White. 60% Free/Reduced lunch. 12% English
Learners.

SCHOOL CHARACTERISTICS AND PRACTICES

e Data teams trained on TERC’s (Technical Education Research Center) consistently use data to analyze student achievement
including district checkpoints and local assessments.

e Student progress is monitored monthly by a process called, “Affective and Curricular Enhancement for Students”, where
teachers, administrators, counselors and program specialists meet to discuss student progress and evaluate/assign
interventions such as Homework Club, math support class, Study Buddies (with peer tutors) or two week English Academies
which focus on textual reading, grammar, principles, and vocabulary development.

e Students manage their own progress through meetings with administrators at which they set goals likewise, EL students
participate in “CELDT Chats” to analyze their reports, understand reclassification criteria, and set goals for exiting SDAIE
classes.

e With many opportunities for input through committees and school organizations, parents are also kept informed through
the “Homelink” broadcast system that allows notifications to be sent in English, Chinese, Korean and Spanish.

e Interdisciplinary Team instruction is planned, paced, and structured during weekly and monthly blocks of time for both
vertical and horizontal articulation. In addition, to facilitate common course collaboration, each department and common
course has time monthly to create/analyze common assessments, discuss student achievement, and share best practices.

o All staff are trained in Thinking Maps, Write for the Future, Cornell Notes, and Costa’s Levels of Questioning and these
strategies are used schoolwide.

e Alvarado’s GATE program includes differentiation throughout the day, after-school enrichment programs such as Math
Counts, Science Olympiad, and the ABC Certificate program. Honors classes are open to all students.
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